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§ 750.109 Exclusions. 

The standards in this part shall not 
apply to markers, signs and plaques in 
appreciation of sites of historical sig-
nificance for the erection of which pro-
visions are made in an agreement be-
tween a State and the Secretary of 
Transportation, as provided in the Act, 
unless such agreement expressly makes 
all or any part of the standards appli-
cable.

§ 750.110 State regulations. 

A State may elect to prohibit signs 
permissible under the standards in this 
part without forfeiting its rights to 
any benefits provided for in the act.

Subpart B—National Standards for 
Directional and Official Signs

AUTHORITY: 23 U.S.C. 131, 315, 49 U.S.C. 1651; 
49 CFR 1.48(b).

§ 750.151 Purpose. 

(a) In section 131 of title 23 U.S.C., 
Congress has declared that: 

(1) The erection and maintenance of 
outdoor advertising signs, displays, and 
devices in areas adjacent to the Inter-
state System and the primary system 
should be controlled in order to protect 
the public investment in such high-
ways, to promote safety and rec-
reational value of public travel, and to 
preserve natural beauty. 

(2) Directional and official signs and 
notices, which signs and notices shall 
include, but not be limited to, signs 
and notices pertaining to natural won-
ders, scenic and historical attractions, 
which are required or authorized by 
law, shall conform to national stand-
ards authorized to be promulgated by 
the Secretary, which standards shall 
contain provisions concerning the 
lighting, size, number and spacing of 
signs, and such other requirements as 
may be appropriate to implement the 
section. 

(b) The standards in this part are 
issued as provided in section 131 of title 
23 U.S.C. 

[38 FR 16044, June 30, 1973, as amended at 40 
FR 21934, May 20, 1975]

§ 750.152 Application. 
The following standards apply to di-

rectional and official signs and notices 
located within six hundred and sixty 
(660) feet of the right-of-way of the 
Interstate and Federal-aid primary sys-
tems and to those located beyond six 
hundred and sixty (660) feet of the 
right-of-way of such systems, outside 
of urban areas, visible from the main 
traveled way of such systems and 
erected with the purpose of their mes-
sage being read from such main trav-
eled way. These standards do not apply 
to directional and official signs erected 
on the highway right-of-way. 

[40 FR 21934, May 20, 1975]

§ 750.153 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this part: 
(a) Sign means an outdoor sign, light, 

display, device, figure, painting, draw-
ing, message, placard, poster, billboard, 
or other thing which is designed, in-
tended, or used to advertise or inform, 
any part of the advertising or inform-
ative contents of which is visible from 
any place on the main traveled way of 
the Interstate or Federal-aid primary 
highway. 

(b) Main traveled way means the 
through traffic lanes of the highway, 
exclusive of frontage roads, auxiliary 
lanes, and ramps. 

(c) Interstate System means the Na-
tional System of Interstate and 
Defence Highways described in section 
103(d) of title 23 U.S.C. 

(d) Primary system means the Federal-
aid highway system described in sec-
tion 103(b) of title 23 U.S.C. 

(e) Erect means to construct, build, 
raise, assemble, place, affix, attach, 
create, paint, draw, or in any other 
way bring into being or establish. 

(f) Maintain means to allow to exist. 
(g) Scenic area means any area of par-

ticular scenic beauty or historical sig-
nificance as determined by the Federal, 
State, or local officials having jurisdic-
tion thereof, and includes interests in 
land which have been acquired for the 
restoration, preservation, and enhance-
ment of scenic beauty. 

(h) Parkland means any publicly 
owned land which is designated or used 
as a public park, recreation area, wild-
life or waterfowl refuge or historic site. 
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